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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

At the stated meeting of the executive council, October 9, 1916, 
Messrs. William W. Cutler and Victor Robertson were elected 
members of the council to fill the vacancies created by the deaths 
of Messrs. James J. Hill and Edward C. Stringer. Provision 
was made at this meeting for.a special membership committee of 
five, with power to increase its number. 

The following new members, all active, have been enrolled 
during the quarter ending October 30, 1916: Charles H. Bige- 
low, Henry B. Hall, Charles R. Boostrom, Clara F. Baldwin, 
James A. Nowell, Mary B. Kimball, M. Blanchard Carpenter, 
Charles W. Farnham, Charles Donnelly, Dr. Arthur J. Gillette, 
Emerson Hadley, Benjamin O. Chapman, Mrs. George C. 
Squires, Oliver Crosby, Louis Betz, Joseph McKibbin, Charles 
L. Sommers, William W. Cutler, Benjamin Sommers, Charles 
M. Power, George T. Slade, Howard F. Ware, Ira C. Oehler, 
Rev. Charles E. Haupt, Patrick Keigher, Charles W. Gordon, 
Thomas D. O'Brien, Nathaniel P. Langford, Isaac Summerfield, 
and Rush B. Wheeler of St. Paul; Paul J. Thompson, Franklin 
F. Holbrook, Mary E. Palmes, Marjorie Wildes, Carl L. Becker, 
Edward E. Smith, Fletcher H. Swift, John Day Smith, and Dr. 
Caryl B. Storrs of Minneapolis ; Burt W. Eaton, Dr. Christopher 
Graham, Elliott A. Knowlton, Dr. Charles H. Mayo, Dr. William 
J. Mayo, George W. Granger, and James A. Melone of Roch- 
ester; Elias Steenerson, John J. Kelly, and William A. Marin of 
Crookston; Rev. Francis L. Palmer and George H. Sullivan of 
Stillwater; William Hayes and James A. Tawney of Winona; 
Obert R. Nelson of Madison ; A. J. Peterson of Dawson ; Montre- 
ville J. Brown of Bemidji ; George W. Buck of Duluth ; Oliver 
W. Shaw of Austin ; Edwin Nordstrom of Sacred Heart ; 
William F. Odell of Chaska; Frank H. Peterson of Moorhead; 
William M. Taber of Park Rapids; W. E. Parker of Wadena; 
Arthur P. Silliman of Hibbing ; and James Hazen Hyde of Paris, 
France. 
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In the Bulletin for February, 1916, announcement was made 
of a cooperative enterprise on the part of the historical societies 
and departments of Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
and Minnesota, for the purpose of searching for and calendaring 
material in the various archives depositories in Washington 
bearing on the history of these states. As a result of the first 
year's work, principally in the state department archives, each 
of the institutions now possesses a very valuable calendar of 
several thousand documents of importance for the history of the 
Northwest. So successful was the experiment that the institu- 
tions agreed unanimously to continue the work, and the archives 
of the interior department are now being searched. It is ex- 
pected that ultimately the cooperative plan will be extended to 
the securing of photostatic copies of the more important of the 
documents now being calendared. 

The most significant development in the work of the society 
during the recent months has been the appointment of a field 
agent, Mr. Franklin F. Holbrook, who is to devote his time to 
work for the society in various parts of the state. It is the 
intention that he shall ultimately visit each county and while 
there make an inventory of the county and local archives, search 
for material of historical value in private hands, securing the 
same for the society whenever possible, and finally get in touch 
with the leading men in each community, inform them about the 
society and its work, and, if conditions seem favorable, invite 
them to become members. Several counties have already been 
visited by Mr. Holbrook, and the value of the work which he 
is doing is becoming more and more apparent. It is expected 
that the members and friends of the society in each place visited 
will do everything in their power to facilitate the work. 

During September and October Mr. William B. Nickerson 
conducted archeological explorations for the society in Blue 
Earth County, completing the investigation of the Jones village 
site near Cambria, where some work was done by Professor 
Winchell and Mr. Nickerson in 1913. It is expected that Mr. 
Nickerson's final report on the results of this investigation will 
be completed early in 1917. Some field work on the peculiar 
type of lowland mounds of Dakota, Rice, and Goodhue counties 
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was carried on during the summer by President Edward W. 
Schmidt of Red Wing Seminary, under the auspices of the 
society. 

Gifts 

Through the kindness of Mrs. Houlton and other members 
of the family of the late William H. Houlton of Elk River, 
Minnesota, the society has become custodian of the large number 
of letters and papers, business account books, and miscellany 
which Mr. Houlton accumulated during a long and active career. 
The papers range in date from 1793 to 1915, and number several 
thousand. An adequate description of them must of necessity 
wait upon the more thorough inspection which will accompany 
their preparation for filing. In the meantime a summary account 
of Mr. Houlton's life and activities will serve to indicate the 
general character of the collection. Mr. Houlton came west 
with his father in 1854 as a lad of fourteen years. After a two 
years' stay in Illinois he settled in Minnesota, first at Monticello, 
and later, in 1866, at Elk River. His death, in August, 1915, 
brought to a close a residence of fifty-nine years in the state. 
During this time the greater part of Mr. Houlton's energies 
was devoted to mercantile, milling, real estate, and banking enter- 
prises, and particularly to the manufacture of lumber and of 
lumber products. But occupied though he was with business 
affairs, he was able also from time to time to serve the public 
interest, notably as a volunteer in the Indian and southern cam- 
paigns of 1862-65, as a county official, as a state senator, and as 
superintendent of the St. Cloud reformatory. To Mr. Houlton's 
habit of saving all of his own papers and to his interest in the 
gathering of early family records, is due the extent and apparent 
continuity of the collection. 

The society has acquired through Hon. John B. Sanborn of 
St. Paul a collection of books and papers, among which are 
included the first docket kept by the law firm of Sanborn and 
French from its beginning, January 1, 1855, a number of docu- 
ments, letters, and papers of General John B. Sanborn, and a 
manuscript report presented by Father De Smet to the United 
States commissioners for the negotiation of peace with the Sioux 
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Indians in 1868, giving an account of his preliminary expedition 
to the Indians on Powder River for the purpose of inducing 
them to enter into negotiations. This latter document was 
apparently unknown to Messrs. Chittenden and Richardson, com- 
pilers of the four-volume edition of the Life, Letters, and 
Travels of Father Pierre-Jean De Smet among the North 
American Indians, and it is of very considerable historical value. 

From Mr. James P. Greeley of St. Paul has been received a 
book containing the manuscript minutes or proceedings of the 
Minnesota Soldiers' Aid Society from June 6, 1862, to October 
6, 1863. This society, made up of Minnesota men in Washing- 
ton, was organized for the purpose of looking after the interests 
of the soldiers from the state. Accompanying the book were 
some letter-press copies of letters written by Mr. J. F. Stoek, 
1863-69. During these years Mr. Stoek was Minnesota state 
agent in the general land office in Washington, and was active 
in caring for the interests of Minnesota soldiers. 

A collection of about sixty papers of Willis A. Gorman, gov- 
ernor of Minnesota Territory from 1853 to 1857, has been 
received from Mr. Charles W. Farnham of St. Paul. It consists 
of vouchers, accounts, abstracts of bids for supplies, and other 
material of a similar character, accumulated by the governor in 
his capacity of superintendent of Indian affairs for the territory. 

From an anonymous donor has been received a printed circu- 
lar containing the call for the territorial Republican convention 
of 1855, the first of the party in Minnesota. Accompanying the 
call is a form letter urging the recipient to take a leading part 
in arranging for the appointment of delegates. This copy is 
addressed to J. M. Boal and bears a penciled annotation to the 
effect that it was found among General Sibley's papers on Decem- 
ber 10, 1893. 

Miss Mina E. Pomeroy of St. Paul has donated to the society 
a crayon portrait of her grandfather, Rev. Wentworth Hayden, 
a Baptist clergyman, who came to Minnesota in 1854, and who 
was a member of the territorial legislature of 1857, of the state 
legislature of 1861, and of the Republican constitutional conven- 
tion. 
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A large manuscript map of Milk Lacs County, dated Novem- 
ber, 1895, has been presented by Mr. Charles Keith of Princeton, 
and another manuscript map of the same county, without date, 
but drawn apparently a few years later, has been received from 
the county auditor. 

Through the courtesy of Dr. William W. Folwell, Mr. Warren 
B. Dunnell has presented a collection of nineteen letters written 
to Hon. Mark H. Dunnell in the late seventies and early eighties 
by such men as C. K. Davis, L. F. Hubbard, Captain Castle, and 
Stephen Miller. Most of the letters relate to political matters 
and are of considerable historical value. 

Chronicles of the Cochrans; Being a Series of Historical 
Events and Narratives in Which Members of This Family have 
Played a Prominent Part (1915. 149 p.) is the title of a book 
presented by the author, Mrs. Ida Cochran Haughton of Colum- 
bus, Ohio. As indicated by the subtitle, the work is something 
more than a genealogy. 

A file of the Northwestern Chronicle, a weekly newspaper 
published in St. Paul during the sixties, has been received from 
Mrs. J. C. Devereux, the widow of the publisher. By means of 
this gift the society has been enabled to complete its partial file 
of this paper. 

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Weide of St. Paul have donated an 
interesting collection of curios, consisting of Indian and Civil 
War relics, old newspapers and documents, mostly in facsimile, 
and a number of deeds and other official papers relating to prop- 
erty in St. Paul. 

Mr. Herbert C. Varney has presented a file of the genealogical 
pages of the Boston Transcript and has offered to keep it up in 
the future. It is expected that this file will be very useful to the 
many workers in genealogy who use the society's library. 

The Minnesota Steel Company of Duluth, through its presi- 
dent, Mr. William H. McGonagle, a member of the society, has 
presented a piece of the first steel billet made by this company to 
commemorate the beginning of this industry in Minnesota. 
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Mr. James M. George of Winona has presented a collection 
of old papers, consisting for the most part of certificates, com- 
missions, licenses, deeds, and similar material, relating to the 
family of L. H. Bunnell, a former resident of that city. 

A copy of the Glencoe Register and Soldiers' Budget for 
February 7, 1862, has been received from Mr. E. M. Swift of 
Robertsdale, Alabama. This number helps to fill in a gap in the 
society's file of this paper. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. J. A. Chamberlain, business 
manager of the publication, the society has been receiving the 
Minnesota Border Patrol, a weekly published by the First Minne- 
sota Infantry at Camp Llano Grande, Mercedes, Texas. 

A photograph of Company E, Eighth Minnesota Infantry 
Volunteers, taken at Fort Snelling in 1862, has been presented by 
Mr. George Tourtillotte of Elk River. 



